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but that the inflammatory reaction often involves the tonsil in haemorrhagic and
fibrino - purulent necrosis, and penetrates deeper into the neighbouring tissues.
Death is more frequently due to toxic effects than to respiratory obstruction.
At present no pathological picture can be regarded as in any way specific for
this type of infection. O'Meara (1940, 1941) has suggested that in gravis infections
a second toxin or "substance B" is produced in relatively larger amounts. This
is not neutralised by the available anti-toxins, and facilitates the extension of the
local lesion and the continued discharge of toxin into the blood. This substance
B is probably concerned with alterations of the intercellular tissues, and facilitates
the spread of infection. It is probably not identical with the spreading factor
extracted by McClean and Duran-Reynals from other bacteria and the testes (see
McClean, 1941).
It may be confidently predicted that the therapeutic problems presented by these
hypertoxic cases will be overcome. But this case may serve as a reminder that no
therapy can reduce the death-rate unless cases are presented early to those com-
petent to make an early diagnosis. It is especially important that these persons
should at all times take every necessary step to make such a diagnosis. Especially
in children, the examination of the throat and tonsils can never safely be omitted.
J. E. M.
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REVIEW
FEARS MAY BE LIARS. By John M. Ryle, M.D. Pp. 95. George Allen &
Unwin. Price 3/6.
THE physician turned philosopher is always interesting, and whether one agrees with his philosophy
or not it has behind it much observation of man that renders it valuable. This little book contains
a series of six essays-Death and Dying, Life and Living, Two Kinds of Immortality, Pain, Fear,
and Philosophia Medici-obviously stimulated by the times in which we live. They represent a
courageous investigation of our beliefs about ourselves-an investigation based as far as possible
on the application of reason. Dr. Ryle's philosopy has something positive to contribute. "The
art of living here and now, rather than the habit of contemplation of a wish-fulfilment heaven, may
be the nobler thing to cultivate." "Science must learn that it has direct social and moral as well
as cultural and academic functions." "A little biology, a little physiology, a little pathology could
have helped them so much. Dogma and prayer and ritual have helped them so little."
One is stimulated to fresh thought and endeavour by the author's rationalism-not a deadly
materialism, but an inspired and inspiring materialism.
The weakest of the essays is the last, where we feel that the subject "Philosophia Medici" has
suffered artistically and practically from its polemic presentation. There is much to stimulate and
inspire in the book, and we recommend its perusal to all who are prepared to think.
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